
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the Principal 
 
Traditionally, the last week of term is a time to take stock of our progress and performance this 
year.  I have been pleased with student performance, especially our improvements in NAPLAN and 
I am confident of strong results in the HSC. We have put in place a number of innovations this year 
such as Marsden Showcase week, Bridge to Employment and the future directions programs for 
Year 10. Robotics, closer connections with our community and partner primary schools through 
sport and curriculum days, and GATS activities including the Science club, showcase an improved 
Pinnacle teaching and learning model.  The development of a Pinnacle class in Year 7 next year 
will also strengthen the focus on GATS education. We have been successful in our focus on 
literacy, with lots of effort going into up skilling staff and putting in place Literacy support programs. 
We have overhauled the student representative structure and training and formed a partnership 
with Ryde Bulls basketball, which gave us an improved playing surface and new backboards on 
our outdoor covered learning area.  We wrestled well with LMBR and the new software systems for 
managing school business and finance and now have a better understanding of how to use these 
tools. Our school marketing team has been very busy and successfully showcased a number of 
students at Marsden and their wonderful achievements.  
 
I must acknowledge the work of all the staff at Marsden throughout the year; their work has been 
outstanding. 
 
Best wishes for the festive season and we look forward to working with Marsden students again 
next year 
 
Gus Vrolyk 
Principal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M a r s d e n  M a i l  
Term 4 Week 11 

School holiday dates: 
Term 1 
Yrs 7,11 & 12 start Wed 28 Jan 
Yrs 8,9 & 10 start Thur 29 Jan 
Last day of term Thurs 2 April 
 
Term 2 
Students start Tues 21 April 
Last day of term Fri 29 June 
 
Term 3 
Students start Tues 14 July 
Last day of term Fri 18 Sept 
 
Term 4 
Students start Tues 6 Oct 
Last day of term Wed 16 Dec 

Calendar 
January 
28 Yrs 7, 11 & 12 return 
29 Yrs 8, 9 & 10 return 
 
February 
9 Yr 11 Information Evening 6.30pm 
12-13 Persian students study skills camp - 
Gibberagong 
19 School Swimming Carnival 
23-27 Yr 12 Construction Workplacement 
26 School Photos 
27 Clean-up Australia School Day 
 
March 
4 Zone Swimming Carnival 
5 School Photos 
5-6 Marine & Work Studies Camp 
6 Pink Stumps day 
9 Yr 7 Mathematics Test 
9-13 Yr 12 Retail Workplacement 
10 Open Day 4.30pm – 6.30pm 
12 Marine & Work Studies excursion 
 Worlds Greatest Shave 
12-14 Robotics 
13 Selective High School Testing 
16-18 Yr 7 Camp 
17 Regional Swimming Camp 
23-31 Yr 12 Half Yearly Exams 
23-31 Library closed for stocktake 
26 Yr 7 & 8 Immunisation 
26-27 CHS Swimming Carnival 

Our next P&C meeting is on 
Tuesday 24th February in the 

Library at 7:30pm 



Uniform shop News 
Last day the Uniform Shop is open for 2014 will be Thursday 11 December 2014.  The Uniform 
Shop will be open every morning the first week of school 2015. Tuesday 27 January to Friday 30 
Jan 2015 inclusive 8.30am - 10.30am 
 
Credit card purchases will now carry a 2% surcharge 
 
Deborah Blumenfeld 
 
Reflections on 2015 
2015 has been a year of building relationships within the school as well as in the wider community 
for Marsden High. Our Bridge to Employment program has seen us develop strong links with 
Johnson &b Johnson, Macquarie University, Northern Sydney Institute of TAFE and 2realise a not 
for profit organization. The benefits of this program to our Year 10 students have been far 
reaching, as they have had many experiences coordinated by these organisations that are not 
available to other schools.  
 
Macquarie University is a particularly supportive partner to Marsden High School. They have 
facilitated a staff development day to provide current information to staff about university entry and 
the variety of courses on offer; study skills, orientation programs and gifted and talented support for 
Year 10 students; a dedicated university experience for Marsden Year 11 students and free 
tutoring each Tuesday afternoon for Year 12 students. Their psychology students have also been 
involved in designing activities for Marsden students around career opportunities and coping 
mechanisms for senior school. The support of the staff and students at Macquarie University 
throughout 2014 has been a huge advantage to our students and it is a relationship that we value 
tremendously. 
 
NSW Police have been another good friend to Marsden High School in 2015. The local Police 
Liaison Officers have been involved in many programs with our students that have had quite an 
impact. The Police were very supportive of our Ready for Work program that targeted our Year 11 
Persian students, so that they could develop a trust with the local police officers. Last week they 
facilitated a presentation about White Ribbon Day where the Year 10 students took a very moving 
pledge to speak out if they were ever aware of violence against women. To have the police as 
partners in schools gives students a sense of the trust they can place in the police, and the 
realization that they are there to help and protect them. Our students were particularly moved when 
one of the female officers became very emotional when talking about violence against women. It 
brought home the seriousness of the issue as well as the impact is has on those seeing it first 
hand. 
 
Every teacher in our school is dedicated to seeing our students perform to the best of their ability. I 
would like to make special mention of a few activities that we can overlook at times, but that make 
a huge difference to our students. This list is by no means exhaustive as hundreds of activities 
happen every week, but I would like to make special mention the following: 

 Mr Leece and Ms Hoy for making roll call such a useful, supportive and fun time for the students in 
their care, as well as organizing many excursions throughout the year to cater for the needs of their 
groups as part of our Year 10 extension programs.  

 The Year Advisers, Ms Mo, Ms Sharma, Mr van der Heide, Ms Dalal, Ms Samuel and Ms Train for 
the extra care and attention they give the students in their care and for the excursions and 
activities that they have organized for their year groups. An honourable mention to our new recruit 
for 2015 Mr Kelly who has already been active in the role.  

 The many many teachers, too many to mention, who tutor the students in their lunch breaks and 
holidays with special mention to Mr Sarroff, who spends countless hours with groups of students. 

 The Physical Education staff who organize countless games, knockouts and regional competitions 
so that our students have the benefit of this competition.  

 The SRC teachers Ms Bernyk and Ms Swinkels who organize countless activities, prefect 
elections, camps etc for our students. 

 The Duke of Edinburgh teachers  Mr Kelly and Ms Campbell who give up days at a time to take our 
students into the bush to teach them new skills. 



 Ms Fevzi and Mr van der Heide who take the students overseas (and fill out 90 pages of forms – 
no I’m not exaggerating) and interstate to make History come alive. 

 Ms Idrus who puts in countless hours before and after school and on weekends to ensure that the 
students get every music opportunity she can fit into the year. 

 Ms Smith who works tirelessly with our indigenous students and Mrs Zahedi who does the same 
for our Persian students, to make sure both groups have every chance for success in their 
education. 

 Mrs Brennan, Mr Hannah and Mr Charles who have given so freely of their time and expertise and 
honed up on their own skills to make sure that they can assist the students with their Robotics 
pursuits.  

 Mr Simaitis, Ms Larsson and Ms Woodland for all the wonderful artists they develop and the art 
work that they bring together for our fabulous annual Art Show. 

 Mr Bulgin for his many hours spent with students in conservation work on the dry creek bed at the 
back of the school, for teaching the students the joys of fishing and for always being willing to take 
them to his other classroom – Gibberagong Environmental Centre. 

 Ms Nakhoul for initiating a number of special girls projects this year including Wrap with Love and 
the special Mums and Girls Day.  

 Ms Lee for not only organizing all our students at Saturday school and Open High School but also 
for being on call when our Korean sister school visits and for giving our students the opportunity to 
be acting stars in the upcoming Department movie. 

 Mr van der Heide and Ms Swinkels for introducing Australian Business Week to our school, and for 
all the work involved in getting this program off the ground. 

 Ms Barui for organizing casuals from 6am each morning and for making sure that the school ran 
like clockwork. 

 Mr King for organizing a number of primary school sporting visits to give our students leadership 
opportunities. 

 Ms Matthew and Ms Nair for getting the Science Club up and running. 
 Ms Hart for the countless hours she spends including on her days off to ensure that all Board of 

Studies entries are correct for all students. 
 Ms Langelaar and Ms Knight for making the library a very welcoming environment for our students 

and for encouraging them to take refuge during breaks from the cold in winter and from the heat in 
summer, 

 Ms Paczkowski and Mr Vrolyk for their long hours and leadership. 
and finally to the amazing 

 School Administration Staff Ms Rust, Ms O’Neill, Ms Fabbi, Ms Bosman, Ms Moore, Ms Sandell, 
Ms Walden, Ms Watson, Ms Boukaseff, Ms Thompson, and Ms Muller who work tirelessly and 
cohesively to make sure that the whole school functions.  
 
Best wishes to all the Marsden students and families for a happy and safe holiday. I will look 
forward to seeing all our students back in 2015 ready for another great year of learning. 
 
Sheryn Symons 
Deputy Principal 
 
 
Australian Business Week comes to Marsden 
Last week, Marsden High School held the inaugural Australian Business Week with our Year 10 
High Achievers.  
 
ABW has been held in schools and as industry training all over the country for the past 21 years. 
For the first time the week-long teamwork initiative has been held at Marsden.  
 
Four teams of our Year 10 students formed their own simulated companies, allowing students to 
focus on running a small Cafe business, develop their own innovative product in a simulated 
business market, and compete against each other to gain greatest market share and the highest 
performance index.  
 



The ABW program, based on an established computer simulation, requires students to make 
decisions on pricing, product quality, cafe location and size, as well as the amount of products 
being produced/bought and advertising and marketing strategies. 
 
Congratulations all students involved and to our winning company, Fika (Swedish for coffee…). It 
was an impressive effort by all, and it was wonderful to watch individuals and teams grow over the 
course of the week. 
 
A huge thank you to all who supported our Marsden Australian Business Week. We are extremely 
grateful to the many staff who gave their help including Ms Sheryn Symons, Mr Andrew King, Ms 
Cimen Fevzi, Ms Nicole Brennan, Ms Mini Mathew, Mr Bernard Dubria, Ms Alicia Hoy and Ms 
Garine Grigorian. Also, a huge debt of gratitude to our wonderful, patient judges from our MHS P 
and C - Ruth McConnell, Andrew Dismorr and Marlicia Travis. 
 
Ms Swinkels and Mr van der Heide  
 

 
 
 
Art & Photography Exhibition: Bigger and Better than ever! 
On the 26th of November, Marsden High School’s art 
department hosted their annual art and photography 
exhibition. This exhibition is a 15 year MHS tradition and 
showcased all work created throughout this year. The art 
and photography displayed ranged from masks created by 
year 7 students all the way through to the year 12 major 
work projects for the HSC. 
 
This art and photography exhibition not only showcased 
the wonderful student works of the school but also to 
recognised and awarded the students who have achieved outstanding excellence in art and 

photography during this year.  
 
Artworks from year 7 students included basic Photoshop modelling 
and expressive masks inspired by a cultural investigation into 
masks. Artworks from year 8 students included hybrid Photoshop 
artworks, sculptures and canvas artworks inspired by their 
Photoshop design as well as recycled media artworks. Year 9 



artworks included paintings and drawings of still life which they did to express their personalities. 
Other works included years 9 and 10’s elective photography work, more visual masterpieces from 
year 10, year 11’s Roman torso body sculptures, year 12’s major photography and art work 
masterpieces for their HSC and many more. 
 
This year’s art and photography exhibition at Marsden High 
School was the most successful exhibition so far. It was 
crowded with teachers, students, parents, friends and other 
special guests such as Ryde Rotary Club Presidents Adrian 
Hallett and Kalma McLellan (pictured right). Hard work was 
put in to set up the artworks by the dedicated art teachers 
and students who managed to transform the school’s library 
into a stunning exhibition space simply with rudimentary 
hessian curtains. This awesome exhibition was the very best 
so far and was surely an astonishing event to remember.  
 
Written by Nathan Ottawa and Zane Mestousis 
 
 
Pop to Popism – Excursion to the Art Gallery of NSW 
On the 28th of November the Year 9 Art class made a visit to the NSW ART Gallery in 
order to expand their knowledge on Pop art which has been studied in class. The journey 
began on a warm Friday morning when the class made their way to The Art Gallery of 
New South Wales, located in The Domain in Sydney accompanied by their art teacher 
Mr Simaitis. 
 

 We began our excursion by looking at some stunning 
pop art paintings and sculptures. We had the 
opportunity to observe and examine artworks created 
by extraordinary artists such as Roy Lichtenstein and 
Andy Warhol. We were lucky enough to observe artworks from 
the early 20th century, for instance we were able to see the 
astonishing artwork of “Marilyn Diptych” created by Andy Warhol. 
It was not just viewing artworks; many of our students also got 

the chance to play the game “Twister “to perform some physical activities and 
relax their eyes. 
 
After that we enjoyed our lunch in the Botanical gardens while chatting with our 
fellow classmates about our favourite artworks and the story behind them. 
We then began walking across the beautiful Botanical Gardens to observe the 
natural habitats within the park and gain ideas as artists for our works of art. We 
had the opportunity to experience some tangible art by being able to stop and 
draw close-ups of natural surroundings such as trees, leaves and the beautiful 
flowers located within the garden. After that we walked beside the water to the 
Opera House where we had the chance to sit under the shade of trees and 
expand on our drawing skills by drawing the beautiful scenery as long- distance 
drawings. 
 
We ended this extraordinary journey by enjoying some ice-creams and cooling down in the warm 
afternoon. We are certain that this was unique excursion for us as young artist to experience some 
exceptional and significant works of art.  
 
Nastaran Okati & Hari Park 
 
 
Library News 
This term in the Library we have celebrated many events and witnessed many students finish their 
assignments and preparing for exams. 
 



One of the main displays this term was our Remembrance Day display (pictured) that Mrs Knight 
put together. We have left this up as perhaps students may like to borrow one to read over the 
holidays. 
 
 

 
 
As we remember 100 years of Australia’s 
involvement in World War 1, 1914 to 1918. All 
books on display can be borrowed for the holidays. 
We were very lucky to be given a large donation of 
books from the Department of Veterans Affairs 
which catalogue battles and regiments that 
Australian’s took part in. Come in and have a look 
if you haven’t already. 
 
 
Library Volunteers Excursion 
This year students who volunteer their own time in the library were rewarded with an excursion to 
the NSW State Library. We all travelled in by bus and walked through Hyde Park to learn more 
about the Mitchell Wing of our State Library.  
It was very exciting to find old fossils and walk into the beautiful Reading Room before checking 
out all the exhibits on at the moment: ‘The Lost Diggers of Vignacourt’ and ‘Shopkeepers of 
Newtown’ as well as the many permanent displays. 
 

 
Library Volunteers 



 
The exhibition dress up box for WW1 
 
Reading Room 

 
 
 
Library Monitor Excursion 
The excursion was an enjoyable and educational experience and taught us things that most of us 
were not aware of. We all enjoyed exploring and discovering the different exhibits at the library and 
we all look forward to going. One of the things I enjoyed most, was actually being able to step into 
the library and take a quick look ot the books in stock. Unfortunately we weren’t able to read them, 
but all of us left the library feeling that our long bus drive was well worth it. All in all, the experience 
was fantastic and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 
 
Written by Rachel & Saba, Year 9 
 
Remember to come and borrow some books for the holidays.  We have many new release novels, 
hobby and non fiction interest books for you to borrow. 
 
The Library Team wish you a fantastic holiday and look forward to hearing all about your reading 
on our return in 2015. 
 
Mrs Knight and Ms Langelaar, Teacher Librarian.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Being Sun Smart 
Protect the skin you're in with the free SunSmart App. Overexposure to ultraviolet (UV) radiation 
causes wrinkles and skin and eye damage, ultimately leading to skin cancer. Protect the skin 
you're in with the SunSmart app for iPhone and Androids. 
The SunSmart app lets you know when you do and don't need sun protection, making it easier 
than ever to be smart about your sun exposure all year. 
 
How does it work? 
Download the app and select your location in Australia. 
Set up a sun protection alert and receive daily reminders of the times of day sun protection is 
required. 
Select to receive the alert at the time of your choice or at the exact time the UV is forecast to reach 
a level that can damage your skin and eyes. 
Use the sunscreen calculator to find out how much sunscreen you need to apply, taking account of 
your size and clothing. 
 
Features 
Sun protection times > Lets you know when you do and don't need sun protection for any location 
in Australia. 
7 day weather forecast > Check the weather for the week ahead. 
Alert function > Personalise the alert function to remind you of the daily sun protection times. 
Vitamin D tracker > Find out if you are getting enough UV exposure for vitamin D. 
Sunscreen calculator > Find out if you are using enough sunscreen. 
 
http://www.cancer.org.au/preventing-cancer/sun-protection/uv-alert/sunsmart-app.html 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



STATIONERY NEEDS FOR YEARS 7-12 
 

All students will need pens (blue, black & red), pencils, ruler, gluestick, eraser, scissors, coloured 
pencils, highlighters, calculator and a usb (2gb should cover most subjects).  5 subject books are 
not acceptable for English 
 

Subject Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
English 96 or 128 page/A4 (qty 2) 96 or 128 page/A4 (qty 2) 96 or 128 page/A4 (qty 2) 96 or 128 page/A4 (qty 2) 
Drama   Log book (art journal or 

exercise book 
96 page/A4 

 

Geography 128 page/A4 128 page/A4 128 page/A4 128 page/A4 
History N/A 128 page/A4 128 page/A4 128 page/A4 
Science 250 Spirax bound book  192 or 240 page/A4 (with 

ruled margins, not spiral 
bound) 

192 or 240 page/A4 (with 
ruled margins, not spiral 
bound) 

192 or 240 page/A4 (with 
ruled margins, not spiral 
bound) 

Food Technology (9&10) N/A N/A 128 page/A4 
White apron 

128 page/A4 
White apron 

Tech Mandatory (7&8) 
Food Technology 
Textiles 
Woodwork 

A4 display folder  
White apron 
Display folder  
booklet provided 

128 page/A4 
White apron  
Display folder 
booklet provided 

N/A N/A 

Engineering  (ITE) N/A N/A usb (mandatory) usb (mandatory) 
PDHPE 96 page/A4 128 page/A4 128 page/A4 128 page/A4 
PASS N/A N/A 128 page/A4 128 page/A4 
SLR N/A N/A   
Music Booklet provided 

Recorder  
Booklet provided Booklet provided Booklet provided 

Ind. Tech Building & 
Construction 

N/A N/A Booklet provided Booklet provided 

Visual Arts A4 Visual Arts Diary 
Navy apron  

A4 Visual Arts Diary 
Navy apron  

A4 Visual Arts Diary 
Navy apron  

A4 Visual Arts Diary 
Navy apron  

Languages 96 page/A4 N/A N/A  
Commerce N/A N/A 128 page/A4 N/A 
Information software 
Technology 

usb (mandatory) usb (mandatory) 8GB usb 
48page exercise book 
Display folder 

8GB usb 
48page exercise book 
Display folder 

Maths 128 page grid/A4 
Casio fx-82AU Plus II 
calculator available for $20 
at front office Geometry 
Set – limited sets available 
MHS 

196page/A4 Maths grid 
books (qty 2) 
Protractor 
Compass 
Set Square 
Display folder 
Casio fx-82AU Plus II 
calculator- available for 
$20 at front office 

196page/A4 Maths grid 
books (qty 2) 
Protractor 
Compass 
Set Square 
Display folder 
Casio fx-82AU Plus II 
calculator- available for 
$20 at front office 

196page/A4 Maths grid 
books (qty 2) 
Protractor 
Compass 
Set Square 
Display folder 
Casio fx-82AU Plus II 
calculator- available for 
$20 at front office 

 
Note:  Navy and White Aprons, Calculators, Recorders and a limited number of Geometry Sets are available from 
Marsden High School 
 
Years 11 and 12 use loose leaf folders for most of their work. 
 
 

Subject Year 11 Year 12 
Mathematics, General Mathematics, Ext 1 & Ext 2 196page/A4 Maths grid books (qty 2) 

Protractor 
Compass 
Set Square 
Display folder 
Casio fx-82AU Plus II calculator- available for 
$20 at front office 

196page/A4 Maths grid books (qty 2) 
Protractor 
Compass 
Set Square 
Display folder 
Casio fx-82AU Plus II calculator- available for 
$20 at front office 

Software Design & Development 16GB usb 
Display folder 

16GB usb 
Display folder 

Information processing Technology 8GB usb 
Display folder 

8GB usb 
Display folder 

Visual Arts Visual Arts Process Diary Visual Arts Process Diary 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Canteen Supervisor - Eastwood Public School 

Eastwood Public School has a rich, culturally diverse population of 850 students. Our school 
canteen is run by the P&C. We are seeking a Canteen Supervisor for 8.30am - 2.30pm daily, up to 
5 days a week (job share possible). $25.23 P/H. Applicants must have previous experience 
managing a school canteen or equivalent food industry experience, have strong organization and 
communication skills and the ability to engage well with students, the school community, teaching 
staff, paid canteen staff, volunteers, the P&C and canteen sub-committee. 
 
The Canteen Supervisor is responsible for high quality customer service, planning & organizing 
daily operations and ensuring a nutritious food service, with strict adherence to food safety laws. 
S/he is also responsible for purchasing & stock control, cleaning, record keeping, cash 
management & security, supervision of casuals & volunteers.  
Enquiries call Duncan 0431 452 862. 
Applications to Eastwood Public School, Rowe St Eastwood 2122 or email 
pc@eastwood.nsw.gov.au by 5pm 17th December 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Students receive up to 15% 
discount store wide if they show 
their student IDs at Peter Wynn 
Score 
 

 

Marsden Road Uniting Church 
We’d love you to join us in celebrating 
Christmas 
 
Services 
Christmas Eve 7pm 
Christmas Day 8.30am 
 
For more information call: 
Rev Jan Reeve on 
0419 432 490 
Elaine Forrest on 9874 7231 



 

 


